
 

Post doctor in Landscape Architecture: Theory and
methods for planning based on the European Landscape
Convention (ELC)

The Division for Landscape Architecture, Department of Urban and Rural
Development, SLU, Uppsala, announces a postdoctoral position in
Landscape Architecture. The announcement is part of a 4-year strategy at the
department to develop theories and methods for landscape approaches in
research. The research subjects at the department are Rural Development,
Landscape Architecture and Environmental Communication and we are also
announcing postdoctoral positions in Environmental Communication and in
Rural Development. The three post doctors are expected to develop research
within their respective subjects as well as to collaborate in developing theories
and methods relating to landscape approaches in research. Landscape
approaches and landscape analysis have become increasingly important in
research on natural resources and land use as well as in policy initiatives for
environmental supports, managing water sheds and agriculture, and in
planning. 

The research at the Division for Landscape Architecture aims to develop
knowledge of theory and methods for planning, design and management of
landscapes, and is held together by a desire to develop knowledge both in
support of our educational programme and landscape architects in their
professional role. Theories within the environmental design disciplines, as well
as profession-specific and visually oriented problem solving methods, are in
focus of our interest. The subject covers a wide field, from regional and urban
planning to the design of urban spaces, with the awareness of the mutual
dependence between these different levels. Landscape Architecture is the art
of combining functionality, beauty, sustainability and economy in the design of
man's environment – in a broad sense, the landscape of man. 

Duties: The aim of the project is to develop knowledge related to the
application of the ELC in practice. The European Landscape Convention
applies to all landscapes, from urban to un-populated, and from the
landscapes people face in their daily lives to the landscapes were the spend
time for recreation. The Convention emphasizes its objective of improving
public and community active democratic participation in the work of
conservation and change of landscapes. The implementation of the
Convention is expected to affect long-term planning and design of all types of
landscapes. This implies the need for knowledge of how different
stakeholders, citizens, businessmen, property managers and others, values
the landscape they use and how those who work professionally with
landscape view their task. We need democratic processes that engage the
local community and methods to implement planning on the basis of the ELC.
For planning practice and the design of the physical environment, this means
that the focus shifts from object to place, and that the process from concept to
realization must be transparent and inclusive. Applicants shall be prepared to
collaborate across the disciplinary borders with neighbouring projects at the
department. The fieldwork shall be in Sweden. 

Qualifications: For a post doctor in Landscape Architecture a doctoral
degree in Landscape Architecture or other relevant environmental design
disciplines is required. Experience from landscape assessment is preferred.
Weight will also be given to scientific productivity and collaborative
capacity.The applicant shall be able to work in English as well as Swedish. 

Competence: For a postdoctoral position, a doctoral degree received within
three years of the application date is requested. 

The Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences (SLU)
develops the understanding and
sustainable use and management of
biological natural resources. The
university ranks well internationally
within its subject areas. SLU is a
research-intensive university that
also offers unique degree
programmes in for example rural
development and natural resource
management, environmental
economics, animal science and
landscape architecture. 

SLU has just over 3,000 employees,
5,000 students and a turnover of
SEK 3 billion. The university has
invested heavily in a modern,
attractive environment on its
campuses in Alnarp, Skara, Umeå
and Uppsala.

www.slu.se

Fakulteten för landskapsarkitektur,
trädgårds- och
växtproduktionsvetenskap (LTV)
ansvarar för forskning, utbildning,
miljöanalys och samverkan inom
områdena landskap och trädgård.
Fakulteten har också verksamhet
inom områdena jordbruk, livsmedel,
produktion, hälsa, livskvalitet, miljö
och vatten. LTV-fakulteten har sex
institutioner och ett flertal
centrumbildningar och andra enheter.

Further information: 

Rolf Johansson 
Professor 
+46(0) 73 -8272661 
rolf.johansson@slu.se

Lars Johansson 
Division Leader 
+46(0)18-671914 
lars.jo.johansson@slu.se 

Academic union representatives: 
Anneli Lundkvist, SACO

http://www.slu.se/


Place of work: Uppsala 

Form of employment: The employment as postdoctor i two years.After the
2-year post doctorial period a further two year appointment may be possible 

Extent: 100% 

Starting date: By agreement 

Application:
We welcome your application marked with Ref no. SLU ua 4410/2014. 

Please submit your application to the Registrar of SLU, P.O. Box 7070,
SE-750 07 Uppsala, Sweden or registrator@slu.se no later than December 3,
2014. 

Specific documents attached: Applications including CV, publication list, a
brief description of the applicant’s research interest/ideas in relation to this
position, a statement on why applicant would be suitable for the position. Up
to three published works could be supplemented to the application. The
application shall be in English 

SLU is an equal opportunity employer. 

+46 (0)18 67 27 12 

Desiree Karlsson, SEKO
+46 (0)18 67 10 57 

Lotta Olsson, ST
+46 (0)18 67 15 36 

mailto:registrator@slu.se

